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INTRODUCTION. 



T N the following pages wilt be found a feithful 
•*• leprint ot James Butterwortb's " Historical 
AND Topographical Description of the Town 
AND Parish op Burv," published in 1329. It is 
not known how many copies of the little book 
were printed, but so scarce has the volume become 
that doubt has often been expressed as to the fact 
of its very existence. No mention of it occurs 
in Colonel Fishwick's elaborate Lancashire 
bibliography, and it appears to have been unknown 
to Mr. B. T. Barton, who published a history of 
Bury in 1S74. It has now been definitely 
ascertained that there are at least two copies 
extant; one in the Manchester Reference Library, 
and another in the library of a private collector. 
It is from the former copy that this reprint has 
been taken. The old spelling and punctuation 
have been strictly adhered to, and only in the case 
of an obviously mis-spelt word has any correction 
been made. 

Very little is known of Jambs Butterworth's 
struggles and triumphs, but it may be inferred, 
from occasional autobiographic references to be 
found in his works, that he had more than ^his 
share of struggles, and less than be deserved of 



Digitized byGoOgle 



IV. 

triumphs. In a manuscript book which once 
belonged to him he gives the following account of his 
eatly life : " I was born at a place called Fitses, in 
the hamlet of Alt, and parish of Ashton-under-Lyne, 
on the aSth day of August, 1771. My Other's 
name was James Butterworth. He was of a 
branch of the family of the Butterworths of 
Eoyton, in the parish of Oldham, in the County 
of Lancaster. My mother's maiden same was 
Jane Ogden, the daughter of Nehemiah Ogden, 
of Loeside, in the aforesaid parish. I was the 
youngest of eleven children, and my parents had 
no other means of supporting this numerous 
progeny but what honest industry afforded them. 
However, while I was yet very young, I was sent 
to a school in the ne^;hbburhoad, where, under 
the care of my master (Mr. John Taylor, of Alt, 
a worthy man,) I learned to read and write the 
mother tongue, and whether my master saw I 
was more assiduous at my task or not I cannot 
tell, or it might be from some other motive, but 
be it what it would, he sometimes was called for 
some short space of time from his employ to 
attend to some domestic concern, or some other 
business in the house, while I was generally called 
upon to instruct the younger classes in the school. 
Seeing the school thus entrusted to me I was fired 
by ambition always to excel my class -fellows, and 
to attain some share of the teaming my master 
I found was possessed of. I began to be fond of 
reading, and amused myself when at home in 
reading most." 
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Of the eleven children of his father and mother 
seven died in infancy ; the manuscript gives an 
account of the dates of their births and deaths. 

In early life James Butterworth followed the 
occupation of a band-loom weaver, and at the age 
of twenty-one he had the courage to take to wife 
one Hannah Boyton, and very soon had a large 
femily to support out of his meagre earnings. On 
the introduction of labour-saving machinery into 
the district Butterworth, along with others, found 
that he must look around for a better paid employ- 
ment if he was to keep the wolf from the door, and 
in this strait he turned schoolmaster. 

It was at this period of his life that he first 
essayed authorship and published a collection of 
poems entitled " A Dish of Hodge Podge," under 
the pseudonym of " Paul Bobbin," though previous 
to this he had edited a few numbers of a short- 
lived periodical entitled "The Manchester Literary 
and Political Repository." His poetical produc- 
tions are not of much account, and it is by his 
antiquarian and genealogical labours that he will be 
best remembered. He was of a very painstaking 
nature, and gathered together a great mass of 
interesting matter relating to his native county 
that would otherwise have remained unknown. 

Of his ten children, the youngest, Edwin, 
attained like his father, some distinction as a 
local antiquary. Much of the material collected 
b^ the father was made use of by the son in his 
histories of Oldham, Middleton, and other works 
of a similar nature. 
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Edwin Buttskworth assisted Edward Baines 
in the compilation of his History of Lancashire, 
and so great had become the accumulation of 
material that he projected a ^reat history of the 
county to be completed in fifty volumes; Sam 
Bamford was approached with a view to his 
joining in this grand scheme, as it was thought 
that the easy style of the great radical and 
Butter worth's facts would form an excellent 
combination ; but Bamford scouted the ambitious 
idea, and Edwin dying shortly afterwards the 
project fell through. 

Jakes Buttebworth was one of the first 
Sunday School teachers in Oldham, for when in 
1799 fames Lees, Esq., of Wallshaw House, 
established a Sunday School at Mumps it was 
placed under his superintendence. 

In later life he became postmaster at Oldham, 
but this position does not appear to have been of 
much importance in those days, as in order to 
make both ends meet he had to eke out a miserable 
subsistence by selling copies of his own books. 

He died in wretched poverty at Busk, near 
Oldham, on the 23rd of November, 1837, and in 
order to pay the expenses of his funeral the 
remaining copies of his books were sold for what 
they would fetch. He was buried on the north- 
east side of Oldham Church. His son, Edwin, 
died under even sadder circumstances eleven years 
later, in 1848. Never of robust physique and 
always in low water, matters had gone very badly 
with him for some years, and at last be found 
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himself is soch straits for want of money that he 
was forced to part with some of the beloved books 
from his little library; he sent the parcel to Ford, 
the Manchester bookseller, but when his messenger 
returned he was found in a pitiable state of mind, 
and ere morning he was insensible. He never 
recovered consciousness, and died a few days 
afterwards. 

The books and manuscripts of the two 
Butterworths, father and son, were purchased for 
the sum of £tm gs. 4d., by James Piatt, of 
Oldham, and presented to the Oldham Lyceum ; 
but have now been handed over to the Free 
Library of that town as being there mors accessible 
to the general public. 

In a little volume ot miscellaneous poems by 
James Taylor, "the Roy ton Poet," and published 
for the benefit of Taylor's widow in 1864 appears 
the following 

"Epitaph on James Butterworth, 

OF ROYLEV CLOUGH." 

Hera resteth Buttemoitli ! a viituooa man. 
Who ran life's tedious race as few e'er ran, 
Frtigal with self, to others generous he ; 
Untarnished by vain show his charity. 
Truth's brilliant star, and honesty's bright gem, 
And diligent industry joined with thfim ; 
The tender parenl, and Ihe husband kind. 
Shone in bis soul, and raised his sober mind. 
Through manhood's course, above the feuds of strife, 
Aad gut with pleasing hopes hig close of life. 
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Sketches ot Bemarkahle Psraong. Natives or Resldento theieol, 
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1819. 
A SEQUEL TO THE LANCA8HIBB DIALECT : or, 
part leoond, ot the Adventorei, Hislortuiiee, and Lobbcb of a 
IianaBahire Olonn. B7 Paul Bobbin, oooEln gennan of the 
famous Tim Bobbin ol menr memor;. Second Title : The 
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1B19, 13ino. Omuim .—Title and 3G pp. ; Observations to 
the Beadec, p ST ; seoond title and oondosion pp. 3S-46. 

Coolaliu ai a Iniatlvlaea a poitiail of " Paul Bobbin " and 
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James Butterworth. Manchester : printed by T. J. Btmib, 
Market Street, 1820, 12mo. 

_^ This it probablyas rare se (he " HiMoiy of Bury." The only ccppy 
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I'll walk quite cleu of panr, 

Follow Ihe undaunUid sups of bllbful hillocy, 

On the broad and beaien road of Indepeodence.— Ef o. 

Mancheeter : printed for the anthor by 0. W. Leake, 
St. Mary's Gate, 1822, foolscap 8to. CoJialion:— Title, 
dedication, list of Babscribers, and preface, X pp., 303 pp. 

Contains a view of tbe CoUeglate Church, UanchesUr; Man- 
chnter Tokens ; and ibcee woodcut illustrations. 



1833. 
A COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE COTTON TRADE, 
including also that of the Bilk, Calioo-Printing, and Steal 
MannfaolorieB : vith Remarks on Ihoii Pedigrees in Bolton, 
Bnry, Stockport, Blackbnm and Wigan : to which is added an 
Aeoount of the Chief Marts ol these Qoods, the Town of 
Manchester. By a Person ooncerned in tbe Trade. Man- 
oheBter: 0. W. Leake, printer, St. Mary's Oate, 1633, loolaoap 
8vo. 

Tbisis a fcpubllcaiion of his "Aniiquliios of Uiocheiter " with a 
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Church, third title, dedication and hietory □( Mottram, 
pp 1B8-910 ; view ol Stookport Farish Charah, fonrth title, 
dedioation, prefaoe, and history ol Stookport, pp 311-37S; 

view of DnldMeld Lodge, title, dedication, ar' '- "" 

pp. ; addenda and errata B pp. ; liontlspiece 



ir-Lyne Parish Choroh. _ 



EacQ poitloD coDUlns • diSacent dadlmtloD. 
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TUg Ibrmed a portlan af Che Hlsloclee of Stockpoct, Athlon. 



. of which a 
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ThLi paciphlet formed the faundillon of Timpetlsy' 
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BURY 

I S a market town, township and parish, in the 
-^ Hundreds of Salford and Blackburn, in the 
Deanery of Manchester, in the Archdeaconry of 
Chester, and County of Lancaster ; 46 miles S. E. 
of the county town of Lancaster ; 9 miles N. N.W. 
of Manchester; 6 miles £. N. E. of Bolton; 7 
miles W, S.W. of Rochdale; 9 miles S. of Has- 
Itngden ; 6| miles N. W. of Middleton : loj miles 
N. W. of Oldham ; and 195 miles from London. 

This parish contains 5 townships, and 3 chapel- 
ries, of which the following forms the enumeration 
with the returns of the number of inhabitants, in 
tSoi, 1811, and 1821 ; and the estimated annual 
rental of the land, messuages, and other buildings, 
in each townships in the parish. 



MmbDiy 



[. Cbipelrr * 
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Of the 6362 femilies in this parish, 296 have 
emplovment chiefly in agriculture ; 5768 in trade, 
manu&ctures, or handicraft work ; the remaining 
280 are either engaged in different professions, or 
are unemployed. 

The popuiatioD of the town of Bury in 1 773, was 
then only 2090. Cooke in his Topography of 
Lancashire says that at the time he wrote, the 
population had increased to 6000 inhabitants. 

This town stands on the east or left bank of the 
river Irwell, over which it has a handsome bridge 
ort the road leading towards Bolton, a short distance 
&om the west bank of the Koche, which falls into 
the Irwell near Blackford Bridge, about 2^ miles 
south of Bury. The name is Saxon, signi^ng 
either a castle or a market town, and probably it 
may be applicable to both in reference to Bury, at 
a very remote period of British history. Anti- 
quarians of no mean bme attempt to prove this 
place to have been one of the Roman Stations, and 
Camden the famous historian says that he was 
seeking here eagerly for COCCIVM, mentioned 
bj Antoninus : it has been shewn however by the 
historian of Maucbester, Mr. Whitaker, that this 
place was not the site of a Roman Station, but of 
a Saxon, or it may be of a Roman Castle ; and it 
is apparently clear that one of the twelve ancient 
baronial castles of this county had its site in Castle 
Croft, adjacent to the town, on the banks of the 
ancient course of the river Irwell. Though the 
ancient structure has vanished totally, yet in the 
gardens fragments of the foundations are frequently 
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dog np. The place where this castle stood lay 
west from the town, about 80 ^ids from the cross. 
It certaiDly was a f^ood situation for a fortress, and 
the old course of the river seems to have flowed 
round it, in the valley beneath. In the civil wars 
which raged in Lancashire, in 1644, an entrench- 
ment was thrown up, in a bend ot the river, at a 
place now called Castle Steads, in the adjoining 
township of Walmersley, by the army of the Par- 
liament, and from these intrenchments at the top 
of a wood in Walmersley, when Bury was besieged 
by the forces belonging to the same ; they battered 
down the remains of the said castle ; neither the 
castle nor the intrenchments are now visible, the 
occupier of the land having long since levelled the 
trenches with his plough. From the period of the 
Commonwealth, the overthrow of this, as of a very 
large portion of the ancient castles of this kingdom 
ma^ be dated. Not bi from the site of these 
mihtary intrenchments, at a place denominated 
CtutU Hill, the court of the Royal Manor of 
Tottington is supposed to have been held, where 
the great power of authority and imprisonment, 
and the execution of criminals, vassals and slaves, 
was vested in the Lords of Bury, and is said to 
have been enforced, for a neighbouring eminence 
is called at the present day the Galloais HtU.* 

Several coins, and other Roman antiquities, have 
been dug up within this town at various times. 

Bury is not recorded in the Doomsday Survey, 

and was probably in decay through the ravages 

■ ^^de Townlsr'i UaaDacriptB. 
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committed by these Norman insurgents, who com- 
mitted great excesses, and destruction in these 
nortbem parts. Soon after this period and in the 
time of Henry II. John de Lacy was Lord of this 
and several oi the neighbouring manors, and the 
Montbegoms were the mesne Lords under the 
great barons named De Lacy. The bmily of Sir 
Henry de Bury, and successors afterwards became 
possessed of the Lordship, from whence they 
assumed the family name, and either by marriage, 
sale, or otherwise it passed into the family of the 
Pilkingtons, Lords of Pilkington, in the adjoining 
parish of Prestwich. The £rst on record of this 
very andent family is Leonard Pilkington, Lord 
of Pilkington, in Lancashire, who lived in the loth 
year of the reign of Henry I.j' From Leonard 
descended Alexander, who was living in the 46th 
year of Henry HI., and the yth of Edward I. and 
had issue Sir Roger, who was living in the 24th 
year of Edward I. and had issue Sir Roger, Lord 
of Pilkington, and Richard his second son, to 
whom be gave Rivington ; the last named Sir 
Rc^er, and Sir Adam Houghton were knights of 
Lancashire in the 39th year of the reign of Edward 
in. From Sir Rt^er descended Sir Thomas 
Pilkington, Lord of Bury, Bolton, and Pilkington, 
who was High Sheriffforthe County of Lancaster, 
in the 3rd, 5th, 13th and 32nd years of the reign 
of Edward IV. but who for adhering to the cause 
of Richard III. at the Battle of Bosworth Field, 
was in the ist year of the reign of Henry VJI. 
t Vide Harlcian ManaBcrlpts, No. 4630, pige 449. 
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attainted and beheaded; and his estates were 
confiscated, and given to Thomas, Lord Stanley, 
then created Eail of Derby. In the year lagi. 
Pope Nicholas IV. of Rome, caused a valuation to 
be made of the ecclesiastical livings in England, 
named the Valor Baufiewrum; in this document 
Buiy is recorded to have been worth at that time 
£13 6s. 8d. per annum. In the time of Edward 
IV. a license was granted by that sovereign to Sir 
Thoonas Pilkington, to kernel and embattle his 
manor house of Bury, and this continued long the 
old manorial residence, but by the attainder of Sir 
Thomas Pilkington in the reign of Henry VII. the 
estates of Bury were granted to the Stanley family, 
in whom they still remain. In the succeeding 
reign of Henry VIII. Leland thus describes this 
place, in his Itintrary. "Byri on Irwel Water, 
four or five miles firom Manchester, but a poore 
market. There is a ruin of a Caste), by the 
Paroche Chirch y the towne. It lon^gid with 
the towne sum time to the Pilkentons, now to the 
Erles of Darby. Yeme sometime made about it, 
Pilkenton had a place hard by Pilkenton Parke, 
3 mile from Manchester." Camden, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, describes it as a market town, 
not less considerable than Rochdale ; but BIodu, 
who wrote in the time of Charles II. says, "Bury 
is a market town of no great account, on the 
Thursday." Till the middle of the following 
century no material change appears to have 
happened here. The woollen business had been 
carried on for ages here prior to this period ; the 
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most remarkable thing was the introduction of tba 
cotton trade, which now began to afford employ- 
ment to some of the inhabitants. 

A tttal catastrophe happened here which will 
long be remembered even by the oldest survivor 
now living in the town, and ought to impress upon 
the minds of every reader, how imprudent and 
dangerous it is for a large concourse of people to 
assemble together in a lightly constructed buUding, 
and we give the account not only as a meuorial 
of a melancholy occurrence which involves itself in 
the historical data hereof, but hoping it may prove 
a caution to prevent any future occurrence of so 
deplorable a kind. It occurred here on the evening 
of the 5th of July, 1787, at which time a great 
concourse of the inhabitants of both sexes being 
assembled in a bam, or some kind ot ont-buitding, 
used by some travelling itinerants as a temporary 
theatre, and by the ignorance of the joiner in con- 
structing ths seats of the gallery, the whole 
pressure of the assembled multitude fell upon the 
slight built gable of the building, which giving 
way suddenly brought down the whole roof on the 
crowded audience, in which 300 persons were 
buried. The consternation in every part of the 
town and neighbourhood was indiscribable, and 
though a considerable part of the audience were 
speedily extricated from the ruins, some lives were 
lost, many persons were dreadfully bruised, and 
others much disabled. 

The Pariih Church of Bury dedicated to St. 
Mary, had &llen into a state of decay, and was 
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much dilapidated, when about the middle of the 
eighteenth century it was agreed upon to erect 
another; in the year 1776, the whole edifice was 
taken down, except the steeple, and rebuilt, at a 
cost of about £i,yxi- Amongst the old materials 
was found a piece of timber, technically called a 
panf upon which was inscribed the Roman 
numerals D.C.LXXV. that would make the date 
of the place appear to be as early as the period of 
the first introduction of Christianity into this part 
of the country. A relic apparently so ancient, 
exdted much curiosity, especially amongst the 
lovers of antiquity, and there is no less authority 
than one of the actors in the business, to say the 
date mentioned was bbricated by the workmen, 
through cupidity, and meant to impose on a gentle- 
man, who with laudible zeal was anxious to 
ascertain the period of the original erection. The 
history of the transaction is this : While the 
workmen were employed in taking down the late 
church, the said person having offered to reward 
the first discoverer with the sum of ont Guinea, it 
excited and stimulated on the workmen to make 
the wished-for discovery, but all in vain no mark 
or inscriptdon to ascertain the erection could be 
found, at length one of them more artful and 
determined than the rest, suggested that what 
might have been made a thousand years ago, 
might now ht madt, and the Guinea easily won, and 
he soon scratched on the said pan, the Roman 
numerals, to which they attempted to give an air 
of antiquity. The artifice succeeded tolerably 
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well, and with the aid of a few more C's, if might 
have gone down to posterity, as the guaiot and 
true date of the ancient structure. 

The present fabric ot the parish church is 
spacious and handsome, but the old small semi- 
spire steeple, detracts (says Mr. Baines) from its 
appearance, and ought to have shared the fate of 
the body of the late church. The living is a 
Rectory, valued in the Libtr Regit at ^29 us. 5^. 
per annum; of which the Earl of Derby is the 
patron, and Rev, Gaoffry Hornby the present 
incumbent. The living has been much improved 
of late years, by an Act of Parliament, passed in 
the year 1764, which empowers the Rector during 
his incumbency, to grant leases of land for building 
upon, renewable at any period in the interim. One 
half of the town is glebe belonging to the Rector, 
and the other half is leasehold under the Earl of 
Derby. 

In addition to the Church, there is also a Chapel 
of Ease, in Stanley Street, d«dicated to St. John, 
opened in 1770, of which the Rev. Thomas Selkirk 
is the Incumbent. 

The other places of religious worship in this 
populous and flourishing town, are, 

The PrisbyteriaH Ch^il, in Silver -street, erected 
in 1719, which, during the long period of 105 jrears, 
has had only three pastors, viz. ist, the Rev. 
Thomas Braddock, he acted as minister here 
upwards of 50 years. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. John Hughes, who officiated upwards of 30 
years ; and the Rev. William Hallatd, who is the 



Digitized byGoOgle 



present minister, has occopied that situation since. 

A Provident Fund exists in this society, which 
affords assistance to the members in the time of 
sickness, old age, and death. 

The Indeptndent Chapel, in the new road, erected 
in 1792; and a second place of worship, for the 
same sect, in Henry-street, called Bethel Chapd, 
built in 1807. 

The chapel belonging to the Niw Conntxion of 
Methodists, in Bury Lane, founded in 1813, at a 
cost of £"650. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, in Union Street, 
erected in 1815, at a cost of ;^4,ooo ; to which is 
attached a Burial Ground. 

And the Primitive Methodists have a Preaching 
Room in Clarke-street, where public worship was 
commenced on the 3oth of June, 1824. 

A Roman Catholic Chapel has lately t)een erected 
here, and the followers of Joannah Southcote have 
a Meeting Room, which is situate in Henry-street. 

To each of these Chapels a Sunday School is 
attached and they are all most numerously 
attended. 

In Bury as in a considerable number of other 
towns in this county, the chief commencement of 
Dissenters, and their meeting is to be traced to the 
ejection of the Nonconformist Pastors, under the 
noted Bartholomew Act, in the reign of Charles II. 
"The Rev. Henry Pendlebury, MA. being ejected 
&om Holcalm Chapel, in this parish, in 1663, a 
Meeting House was afterwards built for him in 
Bass L^ne, in the township of Walmersley ; after 
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his death the Presbyterian place of worship, called 
Dundte Chapel, on the opposite side of the brook to 
the Episcopal Chapel, from whence Mr. Pendle- 
bury had been ejected, was built for his successor, 
and in 1719, that pirt of the congregation attending 
there, erected the Chapel in Silver -street."* 

The public and bountiful charities of this place, 
consist of an Auxiliary Biile SotUiy, a Ladits Charity, 
the Fret Gramntat School, and the National School, 

The Bible Society has existed 15 years, during 
which time a vast numt>er of the Sacred Volumes 
have been distributed to the poor and aged. 

The Ladies Charity affords very beneficial relief 
to poor married women in child-bed, partly from 
annual subscriptions and partly from the proceeds 
arising from a Ball, instituted in aid of this 
laudable fund. 

The Free Grammar School of Bury is a highly 
valuable and well-founded institution, endowed in 
the year 1726, by the Rev. M. Kay, formerly of 
Woodhill, in the vicinity of Bury, but afterwards 
prebendary of Salisbury, and Rector of Fiddleton, 
in Wiltshire. A salary of ^aoo a year is allowed 
to the head Master, with an excellent and com- 
modious house for the use of his family, and the 
accommodation of six boarders, whom he is 
allowed to instruct in the school ; and the under 
Master has a suitable stipend, with a dwelling 
house. The fixed number of scholars is seventy- 
five ; twenty-five are under the head Master, and 
are taught the classics, and the remainder are 
• Vide Baines's Ijuicashire, vol. i. p. 378. 
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trained in the English or mother tongue, by the 
under Master ; 20 shiUings per year is paid by 
each classical pupil, and half the sum by the 
English scholars. The Free Grammar School 
has two Exhibitions for seven years, at either of 
the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. Dr. 
Wood, Dean of Ely, and head of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, received his instructions here. 

The Nationai School was originally a charity 
school, and was founded here in 1748, by the 
honourable and reverend John Stanley, once 
Rector of this place, and other principal inhabitants 
in the town and neighbourhodd, for the instruction 
of eighty boys, and thirty girls. In the year 1815, 
this charity was augmented very much by a 
numerous list of annual subscribers, and the school 
was changed into a National Charity School, 
during which active, highly spirited, and liberal 
period of time, a spacious and commodious building 
was erected as a School-house at an expense of 
£1,000. The land on which it stands being given 
by the Right Honourable the Earl of Derby, the 
great proprietor of the place. The lower apart- 
ment of this school is appropriated for the instruc- 
tion of the boys, and in the higher room the girls 
receive tuition, and both rooms are rendered 
comfortable by means of steam, during the winter 
months. Forty-three of the boys educated here, 
and Forty of the girls received apparel gratuitously 
in 1823, out of the original charitable fund, in 
pursuance of the will of the benefactor. This 
building is also used for the Church Sunday School. 
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A Savings Bank was established in this town on 
the TSt of April, 1822, which is open every week 
on Saturday. 

Within some' of the preceding years a spirit of 
improvement has manifested itself very much in 
this town, and its immediate vicinity ; old crazy 
and dilapidated buildings have been puUed down, 
and new ones, both handsome and even genteel 
have arisen on the site thereof; the streets are 
rendered in consequence far more commodious for 
the transaction of business, and in every part of 
the town are symptoms manifest of growing and 
increasing wealth, public spirit, and private enter- 
prize go hand in hand, and promise to render this 
place one of the foremost in the county, for neat- 
ness, comfort, and convenience in the way of 
business. The north part of the town is adorned 
with a spacious and handsome square, neatly paved 
and surrounded by well-built houses, shops, and 
other places of accommodation ; it is called Unwn 
Sgutrt. 

The principal manufacture of the place is 
cotton, but the woollen manufacture was the ancient 
staple of this town, and is carried on in some 
degree in the town and neighbourhood, and it may 
not be improper or irrelevant here to say that in 
the time of Elizabeth,one of the Queen's Aulnegar's 
was stationed here, for the purpose of stamping 
woollen cloths, agreeable to an Act of Parliament, 
passed in the 7th year of her Majesty's reign. 

Situated as Bury is, upon one River the Irwell, 
and skirted by another river on the east, the Roche, 



Digitized byGoOgle 



15 

and sapplied abundantly with the requinte, now 
essentially necessary in most of our manufactories, 
I mean the article of coal ; its situation as a place 
of trade in tliis part, could scarcely be excelled. 
Some very important and material improvements 
for rendering more expeditious and simple the 
operations in the cotton branch have recently been 
made here, and Buiy can boast of her former 
inventions herein long before this time. As early 
as the year 1738, John Kay, a native of Bury (but 
who had to remove to Colchester, through the fury 
of the populace, in consequence of his invention), 
was the first that introduced the mode of throwing 
the shuttle by the means of the Puking Peg, instead 
of the hand, and hence called the Fly ShuttU, by 
which means a, weaver was enabled to perform 
twice the accustomed quantity of work, and to 
weave unaided, doth of any width; this simple 
but efGdent little instrument, (Mr. Baines sayS) 
was employed originally in the woollen business, 
but in consequence of its utility, I am certain 
would very soon find its way into every branch of 
the weaving department. Again in 1760, Robert 
Kay, of Bury, a son of John's aforesaid, invented 
the Drop Box. by which a weaver can at ease use 
any one of three shuttles, and thereby produce 
a fabric of three colours, with nearly the same 
expedition as he can weave a common calico. 
The invention of setting cards by machinery also 
belongs to another of the ingenious family afore- 
said, of the same place. A circumstance which 
contributed equally with other things to bring 
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Bury into fame, was the establishment of the print 
works, by the very rich and enterprising firm of 
the Peeis, of which Robert, now Sir Robert Peel, 
was at the head. This company have brought the 
art to such perfection as to acquire princely 
fortunes, thereby not only enriching themselves, 
but diffusing the cheery beams of plenty and 
opulence over the town of Bury,* and this estab- 
lishment, on the banks of the river Irwell, including 
all its workshops, warehouses, and dwellings, form 
of itself a complete colony. At a little remove 
from these print works, on the banks of the noigh- 
bouring river the Roche, the same company had 
large manufacturing concerns, and thoi^h it has 
happened that several changes have taken place 
in respect of the partners in the firm, yet as 
respects the inhabitants of Bwcy, they have con- 
stantly yielded to the middle classes a source of 
continual wealth, and to the poor have given a 
steady and lucrative employ. 

The inland navigation of'^ Lancashire, and this a 
main cause of its prosperitjr and commercial con- 
sequence, has had its due influence here, and the 
Canal which connects Bury with Manchester and 
Bolton, has for the spare of six and thirty years 
served to enlarge the stream of prosperity, which 
prior to that time had flowed strongly in this 
direction. 

Within the manor of Bury are annually held 
three Courts leet, namely, in the month of April, 

• The Right Hon. Robt. Peel, Secretary for the Home 
Department, was bom near Bory. 
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at Whitsuntide, and in October ; the jurisdiction 
hereof extends over the whole parish ; io this town 
is also held a Court of Requests, under the Earl of 
Derby, for the recovery of small debts ; it is held 
at the Hare and Hounds, once every three weeks, 
where all debts under Forty Shillings are 
recoverable. 

The Government of the town is vested in three 
Constables, and these officers are chosen yearly, 
at the Court Leet, at Whitsuntide; under the 
direction of these three, the Deputy Constable, 
who is a standing ofBcer, acts. About three years 
ago there was no resident Magistrate, either in the 
town of Bury, or its immediate vicinity ; and 
parties having any judicial business had to repair 
either to Manchester, Rochdale, or Bolton to decide 
the same; but in the course of the year 1825, 
William Grant, Esq. of Spring Side, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bury, was elevated to the Magistracy, 
and there is now established at this place a regular 
periodical meeting of the magistrates. 

In common with all the places in the vicinity of 
that lofty ridge of mountainous tract, wbidi 
separates Yorkshire From Lancashire, more rain 
descends than in other places more distant here- 
from, and by calculation for a series of years, the 
quantity that descends averages 40 inches in the 
year. 

The market was formerly held on the Thursday, 
according to charter, however that has long been 
discontinued ; but custom has now established one 
on the Saturday, which is very well attended, and 
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has also a plentiful supply of the necessaries reqai- 
site. In this place are also held three annual 
fairs, viz. on the 5th of March, the 3rd of May, 
and the i8th of September. 

The parish of Bury, comprising the townships 
of Bury, Coupe, Lench, Newhall Hey, and Hall 
Carr, Elton, Heap, Musbury, Higher and Lower 
Tottin^on and Walmersley is finely diversified 
with hill and dale, but the northern parts, border- 
ing upon the Forest of Rossendale, in the hundred 
of BUckburn, partake more particularly of the 
general mountainous character of that extensive 
district. The woollen and cotton manufactures 
are carried on in the whole extent thereof, and 
have caused the erection of numerous mills, on the 
banks of the streams and rivers, descending from 
these billy regions. 

The townships of Bury, Elton, Heap, and 
Walmersley, usually called the manor of Bury, 
consist principally of leasehold property, under the 
Eari of Derby. 

Higher and Lower Tottington compose the 
Royal Manor of Tottington, to which the Earl of 
Derby owes suit and service, for his manor of 
Bury; Lord Suffield (the representative of the 
ancient family of the Asbetons,) for his manor of 
Middleton ; the representative of the Hortons, for 
Chadderton ; and the Lever family for Alkrington ; 
This alpine tract of the manor of Tottington is five 
miles in length, extending fixim the township of 
Elton on the south, to the Forest of Rossendale 
on the north, and three miles in breadth, stretching 
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from EdgewoTth, in the parish of Bolton, on the 
west, to Shuttleworth, in this parish on the east. 

The parish of Bury is bounded on the north, by 
the parish of Whalley, in the hundred of Black- 
bum, on the south by the parishes of Prestwich 
and Radcliffe, on the south east hj the parish of 
Middieton, on the west by the parish of Bolton, 
and the east by the equally extensive parish of 
Rochdale. 

Heywooi is a very considerable and thriving 
village, forming a long; street nearly a mile and a 
half m length ; containing a variety of shops, a 
Post office, and several public houses. The Roche 
flows to the north of this place, through a rich, 
romantic, and truly beautiM vale, adorned with 
several neat mansions, particularly Heywood Hall, 
the seat of James Starkie, Esq. and Bamford Hall, 
the residence of Joseph Fenton, senr. Esq. 
Manufectures of cahcoes, muslins, and some few 
woollen goods, flourish in Heywood to a very 
great extent. The living of Heywood is a Curacy, 
and existed as early as 1665, in the gift of the 
Rector of Bury, and the present curate is the Rev. 
Joseph Bland Jameson. In this increasing place 
are one Methodist and two Independent Chapels ; 
and here is also a well-built National School, 
founded in 1815, from subscriptions, for the educa- 
tion of the boys of the township of Heap, the 
number being limited to 500. 

A number of Gentlemen in Bury and its vicinity 
have called a public meeting, to consider the 
propriety of founding a Dispensary, highly suitable 
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to the flourishing and spirited state of the town. 
February 24th, 1829. 

Bank Lane, a village near the Irwell, five miles 
north of Bury. 

Bass Lane, a considerable hamlet three miles 
north of Bury. 

Blackford Bridge, a hamlet on the Manchester 
and Bury Road, and near the junction of the 
Roche with the Irwell. 

Ckadderton, a hamlet on the Bury and Haslingden 
road, six miles north of Bury. 

Codshaw,& small village a wild and dreary region, 
three and three guarter miles N.N.E. of Bury. 

Edtnfitld, a vUlage with an ancient Episcopal 
Chapel, on the east bank of the Irwell, on the road 
from Bury to Haslingden, in a bold and romantic 
tract of country, five and a half miles north of 
Bury. 

Elton, a populous township and village, separated 
from the town of Bury by the River Irwell, on the 
East, to which it is closely connected. 

Facit, a hamlet bordering on the parish of Roch- 
dale, five and a half miles N. N. E. from Bury. 

FUlcher Fold, a hamlet two miles south of Bury. 

Grange Bam, a dreary situated hamlet, six miles 
N.N.E. of Bury. 

Clorv Butts, a small village on the Irwell, two 
miles north of Bury. 

Hail Cart forms a portion of the township of 
Coupe, Lench, Newhall Hey, and Hall Carr, lies 
in the hundred of Blackburn, yet it is included in 
the parish of Bury, which is wholly in the hundred 
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of Salford, except this township, and that of 
Musbury. Hall Carr is only two and a half miles 
S. E. of Haslingden, and near eight miles north of 
Bqtj. 

Heywood Bridge conveys the traveller over the 
river Irwell, on the road from Bury to Blackburn, 
and where that river forms the division line of the 
two hundreds of Blackburn and Salford, seven 
miles north of Bury. 

Heywood, a large, populous, and very considerable 
village, very much increased of late years ; the 
cotton mills built in the village and neighbourhood 
have caused an influx of strangers, and congregated 
together a very dense population, iteywood con- 
tains an Episcopal Chapel, and is situated in the 
township of Heap, not far from the south bank of 
the river Roche, and on the old road from Bury to 
Rochdale, three miles east south east of Bury; 
three and a half miles west south west of Roch- 
dale ; and three miles north west of Middleton. 

Holcom or Holcome Chapel, an Episcopal place of 
worship, on the west bank of the Irwell, four miles 
north of Bury. 

Holcolm Brook, a village considerably increased 
of late years, four miles N, N. W. of Bury. 

Hawhskaw, a village five and a half miles N. W. 
of Bury. 

Htap, a large, populous and pleasant township, 
stretching along the south west banks of the 
Roche, two miles S.E. of Bury. 

Heap Fold, a hamlet, two miles S. E. of Bury. 



Digitized byGoOgle 



HuHl Fold, a hamlet, three and a half miles 

N. N. W. ofBury. 

Lench forms a portion of the township of Coupe, 
Lench, Newhall Hey, and Hall Carr, three miles 
S.E. of Haslingden, and seven and a half from 
Bury. 

Litile Wood, a village, one mile north of Bury. 

Mount PUasant, a village on the east bank of the 
IrwclJ, three miles north of Bury. 

Moore Croft, a hamlet, amongst bleak ridges of 
high lands four mUes N. E. of Bury. 

Musbury, a hilly and romantic township, two and 
a half miles S. W. of Haslingden, six and a half 
miles north of Bury. 

Newhall Hey, a hamlet forming a portion of the 
township of Coupe, Lench, Newhall Hey, and 
Hall Carr, three miles S. E. of Haslingden. 

Nuttall Hall lies on the Irwell, three miles north 
of Bury. 

Ramsbottom, a flourishing village, near the Irwell, 
live miles corth of Bury. 

Rouseman Fold, a hamlet, in a remote and dreary 
part, four and a half miles W, N. W. of Rochdale. 

Raddival, a genteel and pleasantly situated 
hamlet, one mile south of Bury. 

Scale Fold, a small village, five miles N. N. E. 
of Biuy. 

ShuttUworth, a small village on the borders of 
the dreary waste called Rooley Moor, live miles 
N. N. E. ofBury. 

Starling, a hamlet, on the road from Bury to 
Bolton, three miles west of the former. 
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Tor Sill, one of the highest elevations in Lanca- 
shire, is bold and towers on high, to a lofty, rocky 
summit ; two and a half miles sonth of Haslingden, 
six and a half miles notth of Bury, 

Toitington, Hiehtr, a hilly but Enely diversified 
township, stretching along the banks of the Irwel), 
and on the road from Bnry to Blackburn, six miles 
north of Bury. 

TottingUm, Lower, a pleasant township and 
village on the west banks of the river Irwell, three 
miles N. N. W. of Bury. 

Topin Fold, a village one mile east of Bury. 

Walmfrsltv, a township and village, on the east 
bank of the Irwell, along the road from Bury to 
Haslingden. In this township is Cobb House, once 
the residence of the brave and loyal Captain Kay, 
who fought under the Countess of Derby, in the 
si^e of Lathom House, in 1644. Walmnsley is 
three miles north of Bury. 

Waod Hey, a hamlet, five and a half miles 
N. N. W. ofButy. 

Walshaw Hall is situate about two miles N. W. 
of Bury. 
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